
 



December 2019 

 

Pope Francis reflects on the meaning of Advent in an address to 

pilgrims from the Italian Dioceses.                                                 
Pope Francis turned his thoughts to the season of Advent and the coming of a new 
liturgical year, as he met with pilgrims from two Dioceses in the south east part 
of Italy.                                                                                                                              

Advent brings "the newness" of our God                                                                 

In his remarks to pilgrims, Pope Francis said that the time of Advent is a time of 
“consolation and hope,” the beginning of “a new liturgical year, which brings with 
it the newness of our God, who is the ‘God of every consolation.’” The Holy Father 
called to mind a former Bishop of Molfetta, the Servant of God Don Tonino Bello, 
who had written, “We are inclined to new things because we are born for great 
things.” It’s true, Pope Francis said. “We are born to be with the Lord. When we 
allow God to enter, true newness arrives.”                                                                           
Life, he continued, should not be spent in waiting for things which may never arrive; 
but in expectation, in the desire for the Lord “who always brings newness.” He 
explained this does not mean waiting around doing nothing, but “being active in 
love.” Christians, the Pope said, “are called to keep and spread the joy of 
anticipation: we await God, Who loves us infinitely, and Who, at the same time, 
waits for us” to be with Him forever in Heaven.                                                                            
A time of joyful expectation                                                                                                          
“I hope you will live out Advent in this way,” Pope Francis said, “as a time 
of consoling newnessand joyful expectation.” Quoting Don Tonino once again, he 
said this world often seems full of fear – but that Advent responds to this with “the 
Gospel of Fearlessness,” the opposite of fear. Two words from the Gospel of the 
First Sunday of Advent sum up this message: “Look up,” and “raise up your heads.” 
If fear is holding us down, he said, “Jesus invites you to turn your gaze to heaven, 
from whence He will come.”                                                                                            
Pope Francis noted that the pilgrims – who come from Dioceses bordering the 
Mediterranean – “know well the beauty of the sea.” Looking out on the sea, he said, 
“you can think about the meaning of life: embraced by God, infinite beauty, you 
cannot remain docked in a safe port, but are called to leave the shore” and “venture 
out in to the open sea.” “Let us embrace the invitation of the Gospel,” the Pope 
said, echoing Don Tonino, the invitation “to stand on our feet, to rise up.” “Get up 
on your feet, let us turn our gaze to heaven,” he concluded. Then, he said, “we will 
feel the need to open our hands to our neighbour – and the consolation that we 
know how to give will heal our fears.” 
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Our Lady of Mercy, Enoch                                                               
December 1-3 6:30 pm                                                                                                                                               

Advent Retreat    Beyond the Tinsel                                                                           

with Archbishop Sylvain Lavoie OMI                                                                                                                                                
Unwrapping the Season of Advent                                            
This season for many of us becomes far too busy with too many activities, and we 
become agitated, like Martha. This three-evening parish retreat/mission is an 
opportunity to slow down for a few evenings, tale a breather and become like Mary 
– choosing the better part. Keynote presentations, singing, prayer music, biblical art 
and ritual will help participants deepen their experience of Advent as a prayerful 
and hope-filled time of preparation to celebrate the Incarnation with greater 
meaning and joy. 

December 9, 6:00 pm    Oblates of Mary Immaculate              
invite you celebrate the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception   Mass at 6:00 pm 
reception to follow  

Mount Carmel Spirituality Centre           

One-day retreat - Jesus in the Stable - December 14, 2019           780-963-

0896        Many people suggest that the true meaning of Christmas is being kind 
to each other or helping our families. We have the answer in the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church: Jesus was born in a humble stable, into a poor family ... In this 
poverty heaven's glory was made manifest. The day ends with a screening of the 
movie Silent Night. Leader is Father Mario Fernandes OCD. Supper will be provided, 
but you need to bring your own lunch.                                                                          
10:00 am - Mass at 3:45,                           Cost Donation 

St Joseph’s Basilica December 12     Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 You are invited to celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe with Archbishop 
Richard Smith and members of the First Nations, Metis and Inuit communities. The 
Rosary will be recited at 6:00p.m. and then Mass will be celebrated at 
7:00p.m., therefore, there will be NO 5:30p.m. Mass today. There will be a 
reception in O'Leary Hall afterwards.  
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    St Andrew’s Christmas Novena prayed from Nov 30- Dec 25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reconciliation December 17 @ 7:00 Lac Ste Anne    

Christmas Eve Mass 

Lac Ste Anne -8:00 PM 

Our Lady of the Lake, Alexis Midnight 

Paul First Nation Midnight 

Christmas Day 10 am Lac Ste Anne 

New Years Day 10 am Lac Ste Anne 

Blessing The Advent Wreath 

First Week 

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that Christ may find 
an eager welcome at his coming and call us to his side in the kingdom of heaven, 
where he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever. 

~AMEN. 


